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Mobility report card shows Alabama has miles to go  

State lagging in public policies that encourage physical activity  

 

 

July 2, 2020 - A new report by the Safe Routes Partnership and the YMCA of the USA 

provides a snapshot of each state’s support for walking, biking, and physical activity, and it 

indicates that Alabama could pick up its pace.    

 

The scores were generated by analyzing how well each state employs public policy tools 

available to all states, which are intended to increase walking, bicycling, and physical 

activity. 

 

Here’s how Alabama is doing:  

o Overall score:  55 out of a possible 200 points 

o Safe Routes to School Funding and Supportive Practices: 0 out of 35 points 

o Complete Streets and Active Transportation: 15 out of 45 points 

o Federal and State Active Transportation Funding: 21 out of 70 points 

o Active Neighborhoods and Schools: 19 out of 50 points 

 

The report notes that many effective tools are being overlooked. For example, Alabama 

provides no dedicated funding or technical assistance for Safe Routes to School programs, 

earning zero out of a possible 35 points.  

 

It wasn’t always this way. In 2005, Congress approved seven-year funding to 

implement Safe Routes to School programs in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. In 

2012, the dedicated federal funding stream for walk to school programs was eliminated. 

Instead, federal funding for walking and bicycling programs was reduced by 30 percent and 



combined under the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). TAP dollars are awarded 

through a competitive process, and although monies can be used for Safe Routes to School 

projects, Alabama has chosen not to allocate any.  

 

“In Baldwin County, we are fortunate to have enlightened leaders and a community that 

values trails, complete streets, and the Walking School Bus, among other assets,” says 

Jennifer Vestal, president of the Baldwin County Trailblazers.  

 

“There’s much more that could be done on the state level, such as committing funds for 

Safe Routes to School programs, as other states have done. As an organization that 

promotes walking and bicycling, we know that introducing healthy habits early in life offers 

a huge return on investment, which could make a difference to kids across Alabama.”   

 

The Fairhope Walking School Bus, a program of the Baldwin County Trailblazers, is the only 

daily walk to school program in the state and is powered by volunteers, grants, local 

sponsors, and an annual contribution from the City of Fairhope.  

 

On a positive note, Alabama received points for establishing other policies and initiatives, 

including adopting a state pedestrian, bicycle, or active transportation plan; awarding 

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds for projects such as trails and sidewalks; 

and requiring PE minutes in schools.  

 

The full report, Making Strides: 2020 Report Cards on Walking, Bicycling, and Active Kids and 

Communities, can be viewed at   https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/2020-state-report-

cards . 

 

 

## 

The Baldwin County Trailblazers is a nonprofit organization that advocates for bicycling and 

walking opportunities throughout the County. For more, visit www.thetrailblazers.org 


